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A Note from Pastor Sukstorf 
As I write this kind of report, I sometimes find it difficult.  What do I 
include, what do I leave out?  Especially in a congregation such as 
ours which has such a broad-based membership which spans the 
age-spectrum (thanks be to God!), has widely varied interests, and 
a long history.  These decisions can seem herculean!  God has so 
blessed Redeemer to be in this time and this place to bring his 
Kingdom to bear right now for his purposes. 

And that’s how I decided to take on this task; to share with you a 
summary and sampling of the various activities and events that 

allowed us to Flourish under God’s grace this past year as we attempted to fulfill our vision of 
his Great Commission.  All this information was provided by the people who are engaged in 
those ministries and you will find them all listed at the end of this document. 

Someone famous once said, “always leave them wanting more.”  While we’re not trying to 
keep anything from you, there simply isn’t room to share everything that goes on at Redeemer, 
or any congregation, in one little booklet.  Instead, I hope this volume of our annual report will 
give you confidence in our leaders, encouragement for your service, and inspiration for the 
work before us as we head into the 55th year of our ministry together. 

As you read, please keep in mind that all of this was done, not at our own hand or doing, but 
upon the impetus, guiding and encouragement of God’s Holy Spirit.  And that Holy Spirit would 
not have come into us had we not been centered on, and consuming, the vehicles for that 
Spirit, his Word and Sacraments. 

It is my hope that this year would be especially focused on our 
worship together as I have once again taken on the responsibility 
for planning that worship; something I have not done since 2012.  
With Nara Newcomer joining us as our new Parish Musician, I 
welcomed this opportunity to spend a season focusing on this 
aspect of our ministry together. I pray you will open to new things, 
different expressions, and that, above all, you will be gracious 
when things, inevitably, don’t go off as I had planned or hoped.  We 
can be sure, however, that where the Gospel is present, the Holy 
Spirit will be at work in our hearts to make a kingdom difference in 
our homes, neighborhoods, and workplaces. 

As we begin the year with that focus on worship, might I challenge 
each of you to consider your worship habits?  Yes, the third 
commandment demands it of us, but we also have the Gospel of 
Jesus which tells of his unending love for us and of his desire that 
we would love him back.  The most obvious way to love him is through our worship; prayer, 
praise and thanksgiving.   

And that’s really what this report is; a record of the many and various ways we worshiped 
Jesus for the love he extended to us from the cross.  And it’s that same love that he calls us 
to extend to the world around us.  

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.   

 John 3:16-17 English Standard Version (ESV) 
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Our Ministry Together:   
Flourish 

 

 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it? I am making a 
way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.”  Isaiah 43:19  

God may be silent at times, but he is never inert 
or absent.  And like God tells Isaiah, we only 
need look around us to see the powerful, 
wonderful blessed things God is doing in, 
among, and through us.  God is always at work 
and always seeking reunion with his people.   

As fellow travelers and followers of The Way 
(Acts 19, 24, et. al.) you and I have experienced 
God at work in, through, and by us as we Grow 
in faith, Transform our lives and Engage others 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We have come 
up with a name for that here at Redeemer and 
we call it Flourish, a two-year emphasis to 
connect our time, talents, and treasures into one 
unified ministry. 

This section of our annual report shares how the 
various societies, clubs, ministries, and groups 
within Redeemer have done that in this past year 
so that we might celebrate the work God 
accomplished through his people and calibrate 
our perspective as we set our sights toward his 
plans for us in 2017 and beyond. 



6 
 

Grow—feeding the lambs to be mature sheep 
In this section, you will read news about our worship experiences, Bible studies, and educational 
programs which were offered at Redeemer in 2016 which fed the faithful and educated the inquirer 
with the Word of God. 

Redeemer Worship Services 
Seeking to encourage younger members and those who prefer a more casual, conversational, 
and modern worship experience, Acts of Devotion was begun after Labor Day in Classroom 7.  
Attendance is around 25 to 35 per Sunday and has been as high as 45.  We continue to pray for 
God’s revealing of where he is leading in this venture as we assess and make adjustments to this 
worship service.  We want to be sure that it continues to feed people spiritually and that it helps 
us effectively use of our time and talents. 

Please be sure to welcome Nara Newcomer as our new Parish Musician (early 2017).  She is 
the Music Librarian at University of Missouri Kansas City and will be playing for the Traditional 
services on Sunday Mornings and leading our adult bell and voice choirs.  Because she has a 
career outside the church, her time at Redeemer will be spent in rehearsal and performance only.  
She will not be responsible for worship planning. 

 Beginning in March, a group of the laity began coming together to select hymns for the upcoming 
Sundays.  This was necessitated by the departure of our former Parish Musician who previously 
planned the services.  Then, in April, Nara Newcomer,  joined those meetings to provide valuable 
input and to learn from the group what sort of hymnody is within our repertoire. 

First Desserts and Knowing Christ 
First Desserts is a Luncheon which serves dessert first as a way to welcome new worshipers to 
Redeemer and introduce them to the staff and as a way to deliberately share, our concept of who 
God is and why we join together as a congregation. 

Knowing Christ is a Friday evening to Saturday afternoon seminar for adults who are interested 
in becoming baptized or confirmed members of Redeemer by learning about our understanding 
of the sacraments and the three persons identified in the creed.  Matt Wilk co-teaches the course 
with Pastor Sukstorf 

   

We have had several sessions of both classes and they continue to be a great way for us to 
connect new people at Redeemer with the ministry and fellowship we share. 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) 
Being grounded in His Word daily, and monthly at 
Redeemer LWML society meetings, members seek to 
carry out not only the vision of Redeemer Lutheran Church 
by extending grace to our neighbors, but to pledge 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields.  Our 
two Circles, Lydia and Ruth, serve our congregation and 
our neighbors in many and varied ways.  You can read 
about these in the Engage section which follows. 

Part of the Growing process for the Christian involves 
expanding our worship through our generosity.  We 

strongly believe that the gifts we bring to serve others give glory to the One who supplied them.  
These opportunities to grow in 2016 included the following: 

• Sewed and tied 43 quilts for Lutheran World Relief 

• With the aid of the congregation, assembled 68 school kits, 38 health kits, 29 layettes, and 

6 sewing kits for Lutheran World Relief.   

• Invited the congregation to bring donated gifts for the Metro Lutheran Ministries (MLM) 

Christmas Store 

• Mother’s Day corsages were made and sold to allow others help fund mission projects.  

• Similarly, a nut sale during November and December to support our mission projects. 

• Baking LOTS of cookies--for the MLM Christmas store workers and 86 bags of cookies 

for the Christmas Store clients.  We also baked cookies and other goods for the Garage 

Sale. 

• Monetary Donations to aid the work of other mission agencies including:

o Homework Huddle,  

o Mission Southside,  

o Lead-a-Child,  

o Water for Good,  

o Metro Lutheran 

Ministries,  

o Food for the Poor,  

o LUMA,  

o Concordia Seminary 

Food Bank,  

o Lutheran Church 

Charities,  

o Redeemer Early 

Childhood Center,  

o KVC Adopt-a-Child,  

o Olathe Public School 

Foundation,  

o Redeemer’s Social 

Needs fund,  

o Oaks Indian Mission,  

o Chris Conklin, a 

seminary student. 

We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice 
to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, and our silver and our gold to extend 
His Kingdom. 

Redeemer/Mission Southside (MS) partnership at Governor’s Court 
This is a ministry spearheaded by Kristen Willingham, partnering with MS and Colonial 
Presbyterian Church to bring “help and hope” to the residents of a number of apartment 
communities near our church.  The affordable nature of these apartments means there are lots of 
opportunities to bring that help and hope in many, very simple, ways which make a difference in 
people’s lives each week. 

Every activity and service we provide begins with prayer, that God would guide and bless our 
work and that we would be able to introduce Him to those we meet and help.   In addition, MS 
has provided our lead volunteers (Kristen and Dave Willingham) with training in the Discovery 
Bible Study method intended to lead unbelievers through the Bible in a simple, engaging, way.  
Prayer is also integral to the method. 
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Prayer-Focused Bible Study 
Shirley Kleiner and Rev. Bill Postel have been leading our prayer ministry for the past several 
years and in 2016 initiated a group which integrates prayer and the Bible.  Their most recent study 
in 2016 was Ask, Seek, Knock by Richard Lieske.  They continue in 2017 with Prayer (an 
Adventure with God) by David Healy. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Each Sunday from 9:30-10:30 in Classroom 1 Redeemer’s WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY gathers.  
Over time this group has had several facilitators (we never refer to this person as the “Teacher” 
as that might infer she is a Biblical Scholar…and all class participants know we are there 
“together” to grow in our faith and our knowledge of the Bible), and indeed the focus of the group 
is our desire to GROW, TRANSFORM, and ENGAGE. 

Over time, many who attend the Women’s Bible Study have grown in their development of 
leadership skills.  During the summer, participants take turns rotating facilitation of the class.  
Occasionally when we get “stuck,” on some theological or social-issue topics, we invite Pastor 
Sukstorf to come in to keep us on track.  Indeed, one of our greatest blessings is having our class 
signed by Esther Zimmerman for our faithful attendee from our deaf community who makes each 
of us humbled by her faith and commitment to Flourish in Christ.  

Men’s Bible Study 
The Men's Bible Class meets on Wednesdays at 7 PM except during Lent, summer, and 
Advent.  Bible studies from Lutheran Hour Ministries are normally used.  Studies included a 
couple of studies on Martin Luther and the Reformation, and on selected studies in from Exodus 
and Numbers.  

Deaf Group 
Redeemer continues to have weekly interpreted worship and Sunday school with two primary 
volunteer interpreters. We also interpret the extra services during the year and extra classes such 
as the confirmation class as needed.  Also, one interpreter and 1 deaf member lead a weekly 
Bible class for deaf residents on Thursdays from 10 am to 11 am at Good Samaritan Nursing 
Home. One interpreter also interprets for worship there on Sunday mornings twice a month. 

Our ministry leans on and supports other Deaf ministries in the Kansas District of the LCMS.  
Faith Topeka has successfully held regular sign language classes for families with deaf children. 
They held the “Jesus Signs Workshop” in 2016 and Redeemer will host this workshop on 
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October 13-15, 2017. This workshop teaches hearing interpreters and deaf people about signed 
worship.  

Youth Ministry 
When people think about the youth ministry of a congregation, most would probably assume 
Growing is the largest facet of that ministry.  Youth ministry has also changed a lot since the days 
of lock-ins and skating parties.  It’s a complicated world and society we live in which requires a 
comprehensive approach to ministry to our youth—and, often, their families as well. 

This approach includes Growing along with Partnering, Connecting, and Serving Church.  Our 
Minister of Youth and Education, Dave Willingham, has depicted this “cross-disciplined” approach 
with the following graphic illustration and vision statement. 

Redeemer Youth Ministry Logo 

*  Just like the pieces of a puzzle, these key elements 
are a piece of the bigger picture for a lifelong 

relationship with Jesus Christ. * 

* Apart from the other pieces, it cannot show the big 
picture and true focus of life until they are all brought 

together – only by the cross of Christ. * 

 

• Here are some specific ways we are Growing in prayer, worship and 

discipleship thru Underground, Personal & Small Group Bible Study, Sunday 

Bible Class, etc.. 

 

• Confirmation  

o We’ve added in the <6th Grade> families to the mix to purposefully give them a 

smaller step into the Confirmation process.  The process is undergoing some 

changes to tighten up the timeline and also gain even more focus to the units (6 

Chief Parts and Life of a Disciple).  The combined units are Bible & Daily Devotion 

(4 Weeks) and Worship Life of a Christian (2 Weeks). 

o After that the <7th Grade> families continue onto 10 Commandments (shortened 

to 6 weeks instead of 12), Lord’s Prayer (6 weeks instead of 8-9 weeks) & Apostles’ 

Creed (5-6 weeks instead of 8 weeks). 

o <8th Grade> families walk through the 12-14 weeks of “Real Life Discipleship” so 

that not only their faith grows, but they can disciple another person or small group 

through this process in strengthening faith in new and already believers.  Ask 

Pastor & MYE Dave for more details. They finish up with Baptism, Office of the 

Keys & a review of the Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion. 

o <Fall of Formation> for Freshman to transition into Sr. High with following Jesus 

each day through Word and prayer time over 9 weeks gives the opportunity to be 

challenged and encouraged for daily, lifelong following of Christ.   

o <First Communion> includes families as early as <5th Grade> for 4 weeks of class 

time and take home discussion with prayer for each family to walk through together 

each week.  We had 10 families this last year! 
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• Sunday Morning Bible Class 

o Middle School (6th-8th Grade) and Sr. High (9-12th Grade) meet separately in order 

to connect with the specific needs of that age group.  We use Biblically based video 

studies, book of the Bible studies and topical studies to bring about discussion and 

learning for these youths.  Although we have types of curriculum picked out so 

there is a cycle that occurs through those years (to hit different learning styles), we 

give the youth opportunity of choosing which study periodically.   

o <Sr. High> youth are walked through “God’s Not Dead 2” so that they may be 

encouraged and equipped to not only share their faith with their peers, but also to 

defend it when necessary.  They have just recently finished (January 2017) a study 

through the Psalms. 

• National Youth Gathering 

o 9th through 12th graders gather with Lutheran youth from around the world who are 

affiliated with the LCMS and its sister Churches to Grow together in the Word, 

Christian fellowship, and acts of loving service for the community near the 

Gathering.   

o In 2016 that Gathering was in New Orleans where 9 youth and two adults had a 

wonderful week of Growth. Highlights included a gator tour, beignet’s, and helping 

to clean a school that was being refurbished.  
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Transform—changing our ways so that others can be changed 
Transformation allows one to Flourish because it changes the way we look, act, and respond 
within God’s calling to us as his Church.  Sometimes the change is structural (see the EMT report) 
and sometimes the change is very personal (introducing new people to acts of service) and 
sometimes transformation is never seen (when we change someone’s life by our service or 
generosity).  Reading Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus in John 3 we can see that transformation 
is necessary in all creatures to move them from one stage of life to another, whether visible or 
not.  Following are some of those transformative activities that will be bringing Redeemer into its 
next stage of ministry. 

Executive Ministry Team (EMT) 
In the fall of 2016 our Parish Musician and Business Manager, Thomas Zachacz, announced that 
he had taken a new music position at another congregation.  This allowed us to look at some of 
our administrative procedures, especially since Steve Carroll had just recently come on board as 
our Director of Administration.  As a result, Steve now coordinates all business and 
administrative activities, including benefits liaison work on behalf of the professional workers 
employed by the congregation. 

In August, Lori Belden was hired as the new Director for Redeemer Lutheran Early Childhood 
Center and Deb Killingsworth aided the transition by helping organize the many details associated 
with the preschools upcoming National Association of Lutheran Schools accreditation.  

Another addition to the EMT in 2016 was Brent Ramirez as Director of Facilities and Grounds.  
One of Brent’s first priorities was to conduct a survey of all 20+ HVAC units, determine their 
condition, and establish a schedule for servicing, maintenance, and eventual replacement.  
Staying on top of our roof is also a big job (literally and figuratively) as the many additions over 
the years have created interesting angles and valleys which often leak.  Add to that the pitch of 
the Sanctuary roof which prevents asphalt shingles from properly “seating” and many repairs are 
required frequently.  Mike Cooper has assisted him on the electrical end of things, particularly in 
replacing the hundreds of lightbulbs that burn out over the course of a year.  Brent is seeking a 
team of six or more people interested in becoming more involved in helping to keep the building 
in tip-top shape for our many ministries.   

One of the biggest transformations was the streamlining of Redeemer’s financial processes which 
were begun by former Treasurer, Justin Marovec, and continued under Keith Butenhoff’s 
leadership with the assistance of Steve Carroll (Director of Administration) and John Bull (Book-
keeper).  Part of this streamlining includes the eventual combining of the congregational and 
preschool accounting procedures and processes, saving time and resources, while also allowing 
for greater accountability to the congregation for the financial activities of the church and school.  

Rev. Bill Postel joined our staff in 2016 as a part-time Visitation Pastor.  Bill supervises lay 
communion assistants who take the sacrament to shut-ins and visits anyone who is home-bound, 
hospitalized, or in an assisted or senior living center.  Since joining the staff, our shut-ins have 
received regular pastoral care that was not as consistent when this task was reliant upon Pastor 
Sukstorf. 

As our Ministry Communications and Support Specialist Libby Thornton took on the challenge 
of finding meaningful ways to show our appreciation to all the volunteers of Redeemer; especially 
those who serve so faithful in our worship services.  An annual appreciation event will be held 
each April (Volunteerism Month) and our first one was held at Cedar Creek development’s 
clubhouse.  This new event was extremely well received and those who attended said they really 
felt appreciated for doing what they love to do. 
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Other staff whom we are thankful for and which continue to serve the EMT include Dottie Salchow 
as our Attendance Secretary and Barb Rademann as Financial Secretary. 

In the past few years one of the biggest transformation was changing attitudes about our value 
and worth as co-workers in the harvest fields.  Of all the people named in this section, each of 
them is considered a church worker and part of the EMT.  However, only Perry Sukstorf, Dave 
Willingham and Libby Thornton are paid a full-time salary.  Lori Belden is part-time and Bill Postel 
receives a small stipend to compensate him for the 10 hours a week or so that he works on behalf 
of the congregation and the rest of the team donates their time.   

A rough estimate of that donated time would total at least 2000 hours a year, perhaps as much 
as 4000 hours, all focused on the smooth running of Redeemer on behalf of its members.  This 
does not include any of the hours donated by our Sunday Morning Volunteers and Sunday 
School Teachers.  Please be sure to thank them for their dedication and service to Christ’s 
Church. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
The work of the church is to Transform people from unbeliever to servant of Christ.  Part of that 
transformation comes in formal training courses.  We were happy to serve the meals at our First 
Desserts and Knowing Christ classes which introduce and teach those new to our fellowship 
about our leadership, our teachings, and the opportunities for service which are open to all those 
who become part of our congregation.  Other opportunities for such transformative service were 
extended to the ladies of the congregation by the following activities: 

• Decorating the church at Christmastime 

• Hosting 80 ladies at our annual Advent by Candlelight celebration 

• Helping to set up the MLM Christmas Store 

• Serving Lenten and Advent Dinners,  

• Organizing and hosting the annual Garage Sale with Redeemer Deaf Ministry and 

Pathway to Hope, an organization that supports families of those suffering with mental 

illness. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Those who attend this group sense the sisterhood of believers has empowered all to grow in our 
faith, grow closer to God, and best of all grow closer to each other as relationships have 
developed.  We often refer to the hour spent as our “Sunday Morning Therapy Session.”  Over 
time we have become bolder in sharing our faith through studies such as SOUL SPA, BLESS 
THESE LIPS, GOD IS IN THE LAUNDRY ROOM, GOD OF ALL COMFORT, DIVINE DESIGN. 
We end each session collecting prayer requests and placing them confidently in God’s hands.   

Men’s Bible Study 
Once a month on the second Tuesday of the month the men from Redeemer, guests and friends 
meet at a local restaurant for breakfast and fellowship.  This has been an important part of helping 
the men of the congregation experience a life of fellowship which is removed from the physical 
location of the Church; that we are still the body of Christ, even outside of Sunday at 920 S. Alta 
Lane. 
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Redeemer/Mission Southside (MS) partnership at Governor’s Court 
The biggest hurdle in transforming the life of Christian is 
beginning new habits and ways of thinking, and one of the 
most difficult habits to learn is creating a servant heart by 
meeting and befriending new people with the purposeful intent 
of becoming their friend in Christ.  This ministry provided many 
opportunities for Redeemer to learn this valuable habit through 
various activities which, while they did not cost much (or 
anything) to conduct, required our people to consider giving 
what is probably their most precious asset—their time.  These 
transforming activities included: 

• Assembling and distributing Hygiene kits in summer (before 

school begins) 

• Conducting a shoe drive in 2015 (particularly athletic shoes 

for middle schoolers) 

• Weekly homework huddles each Tuesday in the Laundry 

Room of Governor’s Court. 

• ESL classes began in September 2016!   

• Food Co-op every Friday for past 1 ½ years (families like to 

buy chicken/beef, so additional funds could help with this) 

• Spring Break Bowling Trip and lunch 

• Pizza party over Christmas Break 

• Resource Coordination 

o Gain awareness of community resources and being a liaison between Mission 

Southside and the Site Team.   

o Physical needs such as beds, tables, clothing, couches, and community resources 

are arranged.   

Deaf Group 
In terms of Transformation, as a ministry we take seriously is the impact we can have upon the 
Church through our leadership, training and advocacy for Deaf Ministry in the church as well as 
in the community at large.  We do that by our participation in, and taking leadership roles in, 
KansaSEED.   

As a sanctioned ministry of the Kansas District LCMS, we also provide a booth at the Church 
workers/Pastoral conferences and at local deaf/community events such as the KC Ability Summit.  
Interpreters from Redeemer also do a yearly presentation to the sign language class at Lutheran 
High School--Kansas City so that our young people can be exposed to and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to learn more about this important ministry.  

Redeemer Youth 
 

• Partnering in ministry thru a Youth Leadership team & partnered parent-
youth planning… 

 

•  Connecting to each other and God thru DYG, LVR, NYG, Youth Quake, 
Community concerts & activities… 
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Nothing is more transformative than an amazing week at Camp.  Lutheran Valley Retreat (LVR)  
(8th Grade through Sr. High Graduates) allows youth to have the opportunity to grow, connect 
and serve together through this weeklong discipleship journey in the mountains of CO. Just ask 
a student who’s been and they’ll tell you how Jesus worked through the week to change their faith 
walk. 

KS District Youth Gathering & Youth Quake – Sr. High youth have the opportunity to grow and 
connect with other youth from KS & OK this year at the KS District Youth Gathering (KDYG) in 
November.  Middle School youth have the opportunity to grow and connect at a weekend event 
in February known as Youth Quake through engaging speakers, bands, games & more.  Due to 
schedule conflicts of families, we did not have any youth attend these off-site weekend long 
events. 

KS Jr. High Youth Rally – although the main reason is for growth through Bible study and 
worship time, we do a lot of connecting through games and other activities to encourage and 
support these youth through movie based video illustrations (“Big Hero 6” in 2016).  Even though 
we have over 20 youth in 6th-8th Grade that attend church once every 5-6 weeks or at least every 
other week, we only had 2 youth attend this overnight event this year due to conflicts in schedule 
(Sept. 30-Oct. 1).  Both were not regular church attenders, so a good connection point for them.  

Super Bowl LI – Our Super Bowl party continues to be a hit amongst both our Middle School and 
Sr. High youth.  We enjoy fellowship over food, games and THE Game. Redeemer youth bring 
friends along as we are able to live stream the game and vote for our favorite commercials. 
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Engage—connecting, encouraging, helping, and evangelizing 
the world around us 
This is the part of life which, even in the Church, just, “happens”.  It can’t be taught, but is “caught” 
as we go along with another to observe how they live in relationship with and on behalf of others.  
Engagement is to connect with another, to get to know another, to care for and about them; to 
love them as Christ loved you. Engaging ministry is not parachuted in and left behind for those 
gathered to divide among themselves.  Rather, engaging ministry is the life we live with others 
who do not know Jesus in the hopes that he might shine through us as we relate to one another 
in meaningful, powerful, ways.  

Redeemer Lutheran Early Childhood Center (RLECC) 
A.K.A. “The Preschool”, RLECC has as its primary mission, the sharing of Jesus with families of 
preschool children.  The way we do that is by offering various ½ day and extended day classes 
for children aged 1 through 5 (Pre-Kindergarten). 

Over the years, the numbers of those who attend are 
increasingly unchurched, so we have become their 
primary source for the grace and love of Jesus.  What an 
amazing opportunity for us to impact lives and love and 
support families!   

The impact of this outreach was realized in January of 
2017 as multiple generations of former students came 
together in celebration of Deb Killingsworth and 30 years 
of service to RLECC.  Kansas District Education 
Executive, Jim Bradshaw was there to represent Rev. 
Peter Lang and the LCMS in congratulating her and the 
work done under her leadership to bring Christ to the 
children through the ministry of RLECC. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
As Lutheran Women in Mission, connecting people with the love of Jesus in personal, tangible 
ways is important to us.  Some of the ways we engaged others this past year included the 
following: 

• Good Samaritan nursing home Birthday Parties (2) including gifts and refreshments 

• Meals for homeless families with children in the Olathe Schools system 

• Help at breakfasts sponsored by Metro Lutheran Ministries—8-10 volunteers leaving the 

church parking lot at 6:00 a.m.   

Redeemer/Mission Southside (MS) partnership at Governor’s Court 
Some of the opportunities to engage the resident at Governors Court with the Good News of 
Jesus included the following: 

• Las Posadas (Christmas story procession) and Tres Reyes (Epiphany, literally, “Three 

Kings”) celebrations with Latino families.  Food for 50 was served, and 5 dads were in 

attendance! 

• J-Train, summer Backyard Vacation Bible School—Spanish Bibles for preschool families, 

and English Bibles for school-aged families and adults were passed out to the attendees. 
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Rolling Ridge Partnership 
Our community is blessed with a school district which understands the power of a cohesive 
community.  This is particularly helpful in a city which has seen such rapid growth and increased 
diversity with each passing year.  One way the Olathe Public Schools has striven to create that 
cohesive community is by seeking to find at least three different partners for each school building.  
The hope is that each school community will be co-supported by one church partner, one business 
partner, and one community service organization partner.  Redeemer has been paired with Rolling 
Ridge Elementary school on Montclaire Drive, just north of the church. 

The biggest ministry we have at this school is providing a monthly family meal along with our other 
partners.  While this ministry does not afford us much opportunity to share the Gospel overtly, we 
pray with the volunteers before the meal, and can place literature of upcoming events on the 
tables.  The big “win” from this ministry is the relationships that have developed that are continuing 
outside the school hours and boundaries were the Gospel is being shared.   

In addition to the dinners, we also connect with the school community through the following 
activities: 

• 2 free garage sales, (spring and fall) and a coat, mitten, hat drive (fall) as well 

• Summer Fun bags at final meal of school year (coloring books, coloring supplies, sports 

balls, toothbrushes, etc.) 

• Teacher Breakfast/Appreciation 1-2 times (would like to do more to support teachers) 

• May Fun Fair (provide prizes and volunteers to help with games and food) 

Women’s Bible Study 
By delving into the Bible studies and growing in our faith and personal relationships, this group 
has become a forum for sharing and supporting each other’s causes to serve in our community.  

• We have sponsored meals for Olathe District Families in Transition,  

• Served at a homeless shelter at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in KCK,  

• Organized Christmas Caroling to our shut- ins,  

• Partnered with the Men’s Bible Study to serve a Lenten Meal. 

We hope that many other females in our congregation will come join our Women’s Bible Study as 
a way to grow in your relationship with God and discover ways to engage in His Kingdom. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
One of the greatest mission fields has long been the battlefield.  As soldiers come face to face 
with their own mortality, they ponder the meaning of life.  The Men's Bible Class sponsored a fund 
raiser to supply Biblesticks to military personnel so they can listen to the Word of God during their 
down time.  A BibleStick is an MP3 player with selected Psalms and the New Testament loaded 
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on it.  In addition, soldiers who request one, receive a card they can fill out so that additional 
resources may be sent to spouses or other family members on the home front.  After our 
November, 2016 BibleStick campaign it was announced that Redeemer has supplied a number 
of Biblesticks equivalent to a whole Company of soldiers. 

Deaf Group 
KansaSEED activities include 2 free bowling events and 2 free campouts for deaf families each 
year. We have met new deaf people at every event. Our witnessing for God involves Christian 
fellowship, handouts, prizes, and display boards, plus, we have worship at each campout..   We 
also have sponsored extra activities such as a “Deaf Santa” event and a “Back to School” event 
in Topeka with a group of hearing parents w ith deaf children. Recently we had a “Silent Coffee” 
at Immanuel Lawrence where we met several new deaf as well as sign language interpreters. Our 
baristas at Redeemer, Steve and Christina, provided various coffees and learned some signs as 
well as how to communicate without verbal language along with everyone else. 

Most of our advertisement to the deaf community is done through Facebook and the KansaSEED 
page. We do have information on the Kansas District website and are working on putting reports 
about our activities in the online “Workers Together” so that hearing churches get an idea about 
what is going on in deaf ministry in Kansas. 

Redeemer Youth 
• Serving Church in Youth-led worship, youth-led fellowship, service-oriented 

fundraising & Community thru MLM, Adopt a Family, Rake Leaves, afterschool 

activities… 

 

Youth Breakfasts – we’ve had continued strong post-NYG support from Redeemer 
families for our youth and about a dozen youth serving together each breakfast.  The youth tithe 
10% twice a year from funds received – St. Jude & Lutheran World Relief (for fruit tree seedlings 
and medical supplies) were the recipients in early 2017. 

Confirmation Servant Events – Serving around 
Redeemer and Olathe we’ve been able to beautify 
the church property, serve at Mission Southside, 
Rolling Ridge meals and other local ministries 
(Kindcraft blanket tying event – October 
2016).  Summer of Service ½ the youth reported 
serving their neighbors in a number of ways through 
community recycling events, yard work with 
neighbors and more.  

Youth Families Serving – Not just at the Rolling Ridge monthly meals do we have 3-5 families 
serving together with other members and friends, but also on occasion at our Homework Huddle 
(Tuesdays twice a month) and Fun Fridays (during the Summer) at our Governor’s Court Site 
Team.  The youth from Colonial Presbyterian (a partner at our site team) have been the key youth 
volunteers with the kids on site.  Redeemer families have noted schedule conflicts and have not 
been able to make this a priority at this time.  There are several adult helpers at our site that do a 
great job connecting and serving families. 
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NYG Servant Event – our group of 12 purposefully served in 
New Orleans during the National Youth Gathering “In Christ 
Alone” in July at an all-girls Prep School where we painted 
classrooms with other youth and provided a meal or 2 (or just 
water) to homeless individuals as we passed by on our walks 
around New Orleans. 

 

 

Trunk or Treat 
2016 was the 2nd time this 
celebration was offered 
after the Wendt family 
kicked off our first Trunk 
or Treat in 2014.  
Organized by our 
Executive Ministry Team 
and the Preschool Board, 
an intensive word-of-
mouth and social media 
campaign managed to 
raise awareness and 
excitement for this event 
which drew approximately 
450 people. 

In addition to the Christian 
Music that was played, the warm, welcoming smiles of our members and preschool families who 
hosted the trunks (and the ever-lasting bean pot!) gave a lasting impression of our good will and 
love for our neighbors. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drives 
Beginning way-back in 2010, long-time member Tracey Torola asked if Redeemer Lutheran 
Church could sponsor an American Red Cross blood drive as a way of showing love to our 
community by providing this important gift of life.  That first drive was well received, but family 
circumstances occurred that required the Torolas to move on from Redeemer.  Before leaving, 
however, she passed the organizing duties for this great event to Shirley Lusk who has continued 
it and grown it to a twice annual event (August and February). 

It is exciting to tell you that our August 2016 blood drive was the most producing with 45 pints 
received and usable.  Some of these came from “double red” donations.  Shirley reports that we 
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seem to be growing each time we host the event and that much of that growth is attributable to 
early publicizing and signups, some of which come through the Red Cross themselves.  As these 
blood donors from the community at large come to Redeemer on the Sundays we have the drives, 
they are able to be in fellowship with us and engage with us in a mutual outward expression of 
Love for our fellow human-kind. 
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Our Shared Vision 
 

 

"Where there is no vision, the people 
perish” Proverbs 29:18 

“Redeemer Lutheran Church will  
Extend Grace by Partnering with 
Others to Love and Support our 
Neighbors so that Faith will be 
Multiplied as we plant 3 to 5 new faith 
communities by 2018, one of which 
will be conducting Word and 
Sacrament ministry by October 31, 
2017, the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.” 
(Excerpt of the summary from Redeemer 
Lutheran Church Vision Statement; approved 
January, 2015) 

 

One of the buzz-words in corporate 
management circles is “vision-casting.”  
It captures the need for leaders to not 
only lay out some forecasts for future 
results, but to encourage and assist 
those who will be responsible for 
achieving them to get a glimpse into 
what that future looks like and how they 
will travel that road together in harmony. 

In this section, you will hear from our 
various ministry leaders about their 
ministry plans for 2017 and beyond, and 
how you might contribute and/or 
participate in those exciting plans.  
These are bold plans for saving people 
from death and they will need your 
prayers, your participation, and your 
pennies for them to be achieved.   

We hope that in these paragraphs you 
might be inspired to ride along and, 
perhaps, even lead the charge, in one or 
more of these courageous ministries. 



21 
 

Extending Grace 
God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense:  This is the root of all we do and in this section, we spend some 
time talking about the need that all people have for Grace and that, without our extension of that 
Grace, some may never know it.  Continue reading to learn about how we will be extending grace 
at Redeemer in the future. 

Redeemer Worship Services 
The most obvious place a congregation extends grace is through its worship.  In 2016 a team of 
various individuals began exploring options for updating and upgrading our Audio System and 
integrating a Video System as well.  Key participants in the study team were Steve Carroll, Pete 
Peterson, and Keith Butenhoff.  After reviewing several different bids acquired by Pastor Sukstorf 
in 2015, all with divergent approaches, it was decided to put forward to the congregation a 
design/build option which would save on engineering design costs needed for such a project.   

In January, 2017, Redeemer’s Congregational Assembly decided to move forward with the project 
by including it in our comprehensive Ministry Plan for the 2017-2017 biennium.  This was made 
possible by the following adjustments: 

• reassignment of ministry resources that were not being spent,  

• deferring our plan for accumulating a cash reserve fund,  

• savings realized by our departure from the health insurance portion of Concordia Plan 

Services and by freezing staff pay at 2016 levels.   

Construction of the technician’s booth and pew alterations should begin before summer with 
completion of the project in fall, 2017. 

With this new system in place, the congregation will have the opportunity to learn about its 
capabilities in regard to various worship styles, teleconferencing, and opportunities to extend our 
worship to other, satellite, locations. 

Ministry to Shut-ins 
As our population ages, technologies and services allow us to live longer, often in our own homes!  
However, this also can mean isolation and loneliness for those who are well enough to live 
independently, yet, are not able to come to church on their own.  Redeemer, while blessed with 
many young families, also has a growing number of those who are needing the Word and 
Sacraments presented to them personally in the home.   

In 2016 we were blessed by the addition of Rev. Bill Postel to head up our team of laypeople 
who deliver the sacraments to shut-ins and to be available for hospital and nursing home visits.  
In addition, he and Pastor Sukstorf take turns preaching once a month at the Good Samaritan 
Center in Olathe at their non-denominational service for the nursing home residents.   

Read the Multiplying Faith chapter to learn how this ministry has birthed a new worshiping 
community at Cedar Lake Village. 

Vacation Bible School 
Each year we extend the Grace of God to about 140 children from our neighborhood and the 
greater Olathe community.  Each daily lesson of this one-week extravaganza is repeated at least 
four different ways so that the children hear loud and clear the Good News of Jesus.  If you have 
the mornings of the third week of June available, please consider volunteering for this awesome 
ministry.  Even if you can’t be on-site that week there may be other ways you can help in the 
preparations for this event.  Talk with Dave Willingham if you are interested in this Ministry. 



22 
 

Rolling Ridge Partnership 
April 8th – 1st Annual Easter Egg Hunt on the property east of the school; all community will be 
invited, including the apartments along Virginia Lane.  This will be in partnership with another 
nearby congregation.  Since the event is outside school hours there will be a short time for a 
gospel presentation included in this event. 

Redeemer/Mission Southside (MS) partnership at Governor’s Court 
During the Homework Huddle time on the Tuesday of Holy Week Redeemer and Colonial 
Presbyterian Church were able to give a lesson about Lent, Holy Week, and especially the 
Resurrection of Jesus to the children and parents who were in attendance that week (about 30 
kids and some mothers).  Afterword, they had an egg-hunt in which they found over 500 eggs!   

As we get to know these families more, conversations of faith become more frequent, significant, 
and life-changing.  Because this work is so important, time-consuming, and life-changing, we are 
always in need of more volunteers who are willing to make new friends in this community, and 
“do life” with them as a friend and genuine neighbor.   
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Partnering with Others 
The following is an account of some of the partnerships we have made in the past as well as 
opportunities for you to partner with us and them in accomplishing even more ministry together.  
“Two heads are better than one,” “no need to reinvent the wheel,” and, “many hands make light 
work,” are not just old adages, they are by-words for how we prefer to do ministry at Redeemer.  
If you know of a potential ministry partnership to which you would like to introduce us, please do 
so!  It just might be the next big thing that God has in store for us as his people. 

Mission Agencies and Kansas District of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod (KSLCMS) 
As a congregation, we give a tithe (10%) of everything we receive to mission agencies beyond 
our influence or control.  These missions include: 

• $2000/year to the Concordia Seminary St. Louis adopt-a-student program,  

• $2000 to Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) in Kansas City,  

• $6000 a year to Immanuel Lutheran Church in Kansas City, MO. 

• Approximately $50,000 to KSLCMS (about 8.3% of incoming gifts) 

By supporting these agencies, we enable them to do important mission work in preparing future 
pastors, bringing help and hope to the city, and supporting the administration and mission of our 
national and local church body.   

A question I’m often asked is, “what does the synod do?” particularly as it relates to our offering 
for synod.  While it does support a few overseas missionaries, most of the Synod’s budget 
revolves around supporting congregations by giving theological support through the Committee 
for Theology and Church Relations, advocacy and lobbying in Washington where governments 
seeks to intrude upon our 1st amendment rights, administration of the process for extending and 
fulfilling divine calls to congregations for church workers, and for organizing and running our 
triennial convention.   

Redeemer/Mission Southside (MS) partnership at Governor’s Court 
We have been blessed to have a great working relationship with the property manager at 
Governor’s Court Apartments.  She has expressed an openness to our renting one of their 
apartments for ministry uses.  This would be a wonderful opportunity for the following reasons: 

• Laundry room space is not ideal for the younger children 

• Extra storage of all needed supplies on site  

• Bathroom, kitchen space, sink to wash hands, etc. 

• Room for more tables/stations for kids of various ages to work and play 

• ESL classes and Discovery Bible Studies could meet more often and materials could be more 

accessible 

• We are family!   

o A trusted tenant/friend living in the apartments could have access to the apartment 

when a new tenant moves in.   

o The apartment manager informs us of new tenants.   

o Welcome kits could be given out by someone on site to welcome the new tenants to 

the community. 

o Extra necessary items could be stored until needed for tenants (toilet paper, soap, 

sheets for beds, etc.) 
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While we haven’t included this in the 2017 Ministry Plan, if God provides such resources that are 
over our anticipated offerings, this would be a prime candidate for using those resources to 
strengthen this ministry partnership. 

Deaf Ministry 
KansaSEED deaf ministry will be hosting the International Lutheran Deaf Association (ILDA) 
gathering in 2019 so everyone is focusing on fundraising for this event. We will need about 
$50,000 because of the expense of having professional interpreters for everything. Redeemer 
members have contributed over $3000 in 2016 with donations from the 5th Sunday breakfast, 
Butter braids sales, and the garage sale. We are working with the Kansas District and are 
engaged in reserving the hotel and getting the fundraising word out to all the churches. We are 
establishing a Deaf Ministry Sunday to be observed each September. Several things are in 
process and have been in process for this big event which is a big deal for Kansas as it is a 
milestone event. 

Redeemer Youth 
Kayci Fultz leads our <Middle School> group and would like a consistent male leader for 
classroom management (3 dads take turns on occasion, but a schedule, due to conflicts, has not 
been established).  Larry Zimmerman is also a sub and assistant teacher for the Sr. High.  Both 
are much appreciated by MYE and youth families alike.  If you would like to help with this vital 
ministry of our congregation, talk to Dave Willingham. 

Olathe Public Schools 
Heather Schoonover from the Olathe Public Schools has been a wonderful connection for 
Redeemer and all the churches in Olathe as she makes us aware of various needs in the School 
District, particularly among the homeless students (roughly 450 each year).  From toiletries to air 
mattresses to blankets, she has reached out to our Site Team, the Rolling Ridge Partnership and 
the LWML to share many, many ways which we can make a difference for “the least of these” 
among our brethren. 

Rolling Ridge Partnership 
Seeing the effectiveness of our work together and the faithful dedication by our volunteers, 
Principal John Ernst from Rolling Ridge elementary school not only expresses his continual 
gratitude for our service to the community, but even approaches us now as the “can-do” people 
at Rolling Ridge.  If there is a new need or challenge, he asks us to expand our reach or consider 
whether that need might be met by us. 

Mission Southside 
While we have been connected with Mission Southside for a number of years, our gifting of the 
1990 school bus to MSS a couple of years cemented their love for Redeemer in ways that can 
only be experienced firsthand.  Contact Rod Janzen for a tour of either of their facilities, also 
donated by Olathe Christians who were motivated to make a Gospel difference in the community, 
to see just how a community of believers loving on the community around them can bring Jesus 
to the world.  

Seminarian Christopher Conklin (Concordia Seminary, St. Louis) 
While our contribution is modest ($2000/yr.), combined with other adoptive donors, Chris has 
been able to attend the seminary without large, graduate school tuition charges looming over his 
head the rest of his life.  You can really sense the gratitude in his heart with each thank-you letter 
he sends to Redeemer.  These are posted on the INFO bulletin boards as we receive them and 
he would love to correspond with you and be encouraged by your prayers for him.   Since the 
Seminaries of our church body receive very little support from the Synod, they depend on gifts 
like ours to sustain them and keep the education they provide affordable.  In addition, the 
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seminaries are the theological research arm of our synodical educational system which includes 
10 colleges and universities and 2 seminaries. 

Other Parachurch Organizations 
There are some organizations that span Christianity and do work on their behalf.  Two very helpful 
organizations in this vein are Food for the Poor and the Gideon’s. 

Moved by their love for their neighbor, Food for the Poor was founded by a Miami immigrant family 
which feeds millions of children in the Caribbean and around the world with a 96% fundraising 
efficiency.  They visit our congregation every two or three years so that our people can grow to 
support other charities in addition to their tithe to the Lord here at Redeemer. 

The Gideon’s are an international businessmen’s society which works tirelessly to place the Word 
of God into the hands of people everywhere.  Their Bibles may be found in hotels, on campuses 
and, with some difficulty, even among the Military.  They usually speak and present during our 
Bible Study time in the Summer months and the congregation has received them favorably.  
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Loving and Supporting our Neighbors 
Though some would describe our neighborhood a little “long in the tooth”, that age, also makes 
our part of town both affordable for young families just starting out and very accessible for those 
who can afford newer neighborhoods to our south and west. 

A recent demographic study showed this very dramatically in demonstrating that the highest con-
centration of children in Olathe under school age is west of Woodland and South of 143rd Street 
(Dennis Avenue).  This would seem to support a strategy of investing in our pre-school ministry 
and other, family-help type ministries as well as opportunities for future church plants as people 
desire to worship near their homes.  (See Multiplying Faith section) 

As these families mature it will also demonstrate the opportunities to help growing families of 
adolescents and teens who are increasingly growing up in a nation which no longer has a 
predominantly biblical word-view. 

Redeemer Youth 
Community Serving Events – as always, these are great to engage in as a family:  

1. Jadon’s Hope Bug Run at Rolling Ridge the first Saturday in April (help on the route, run 

the 5K or 10K, and/or help with race packet assembly 1-2 nights before.) 

2. Easter Egg Hunt in partnership with Westside Nazarene on Saturday, April 8, to connect 

community families with our churches’ families so that the Gospel of Christ in His death 

and resurrection are shared in a gentle way as we interact with our neighbors in games, 

food & Easter Egg Hunt.  Help is needed for set up, tear down, place eggs, etc. 
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Minister of Youth and Education – Dave Willingham’s presence in the schools, on the ball fields 
and in the local businesses of our community (via the weekly Chamber of Commerce Coffees) 
gives Redeemer a “face in the crowd” that others in our community can identify.  Dave is frequently 
called upon by our families for council to help them minister to their friends or their children’s 
friends and family who are going through difficult times.  In a society and culture which doesn’t 
necessarily want more activities for their children, having such a qualified, gifted and caring 
mentor is a key tool in our parents’ toolboxes for leading their children into Godly adulthood. 

Trunk or Treat 
Yes, it’s been done by others and repeated over and over, but people like to stay close to home 
and have fun!  See “Engage” section, above for details about the event.  However, based upon 
the success last year’s Trunk or Treat enjoyed, and the fact that this is the 500 th Anniversary of 
the Reformation, we are super excited to make this year’s event even better.  Your help will 
definitely be needed and appreciated as we welcome the whole neighborhood to our campus. 

Facility Usage 
Our neighbors love the fact that we have such nice facilities—and we offer them up for no charge 
to our neighbors.  Even community groups and businesses use our facilities for a donation of their 
choosing to cover custodial costs.  It is an honor that our neighbors feel comfortable using our 
fellowship hall and classrooms as an extension of their living room.  Yes, the price is right.  But if 
we were not welcoming and loving they wouldn’t return.  Our hope is that in the coming years we 
will find new ways to leverage that trust and sense of welcome into new ways to connect with 
those who don’t have a church home.   
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Multiplying Faith 
Many churches set goals to plant new, whether it be small groups, new social ministries or whole 
free-standing congregations.  You can read about our Vision for new in the Vision Statement 
(page 20).  But, as we formulated that Vision, we weren’t focused on numbers, but on people.  
Specifically, we wanted people to have greater faith and we wanted greater numbers of people to 
be given faith by the Holy Spirit as a result of our meeting them.  Both are Biblical and both are 
expected of the Church of Jesus. 

Below you will read about a number of ways that faith is or will be multiplied at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church.  Some of them will be very visible and others will be hidden within the hearts of believers, 
where only God can see them.  None-the-less, there will be various forms of evidence to 
encourage us as we continue to share Jesus with people in our midst. 

Acts of Devotion Worship  
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer.” Acts 2:42 (NIV) 

This verse, chosen by those who helped organize this new worship service, spoke to their desire 
to have a time of worship and study which was intimate, prayerful, and which would grow them 
as disciples of Jesus.  In a recent focus group, those who attend this service say that, not only do 
they worship more regularly (up to 3 times more), but they also feel like they are learning more, 
getting to know others better, and are forming a community within the gathering of those who 
worship at that time.  In addition, the fact that it is held during the Sunday School hour means that 
they are able to give their full attention to the message/teaching that is occurring instead of 
wrestling a little tyke who isn’t too interested in what Pastor is droning on about for 15 or 20 
minutes.   

We are confident that this model will be reproducible in other places, especially once we get a 
team organized to find/cajole/hire/bribe some musicians who can provide live music for our 
worship together.   

Millennials especially, and even a few Gen X and Y folks, want to be in conversation with others, 
rather than talked at, where faith is concerned.  This worship format seems to meet that preferred 
style of worship engagement.  The beauty of it is that it can be accommodated in many different 
venues; coffee houses, living rooms, clubhouses, even bars and pubs!  Anywhere people feel 
comfortable enough to engage in a bit of conversation around God’s Word, this model can multiply 
and grow faith. 

Cedar Lake Village 
The community at Cedar Lake Village is a Continuous Care Retirement Community (CCRC) 
jointly sponsored by the Good Samaritan Society (which has Lutheran origins) and Olathe Medical 
Center and is at the southern end of the nation’s largest dedicated medical campus bordered by 
Interstate 35, 151st Street, and Lone Elm Road.  What began as “communion for shut-ins” for 
some of our members who live there has grown to a group of between 8 and 12 residents twice 
a month in the small Chapel near the Assisted Living apartments.  Half of those services are 
conducted without communion and are open to all the residents. 

This worshiping community (see our Vision Statement) is dutifully served by former Elder Jim Carr 
and his wife Jane who are residents at the campus, and Rev. Bill Postel who serves as our 
Visitation Pastor.  The music for the Worship Service is provided by Frieda Oetting.  The campus 
is open to all to visit and you are welcome to join us in worship at Cedar Lake at any time. 
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New Members/Baptisms/Confirmations 
The statistics are astounding!  Persons who come to the faith as an adult, or who rekindle that 
faith by returning to the church after a long absence due to trial, loss or temptation, are far more 
likely to bring others into the Body of Christ through their evangelism than those who are life-long 
believers.   

This fact alone might make us all more attentive to the neighbor or family member who has “fallen 
away” or never really become connected with the church.  Many of us worry, however, that 
evangelizing them will change our relationship with them for the worse (they might see us as 
weird, pushy, preachy, etc.).  We don’t stop to consider this very important question:  “Am I willing 
to risk a so-so relationship with someone to stay friends with them for the next few years, or am I 
willing to risk estrangement from them for the chance to be friends and a brother/sister in Christ 
with them into eternity? 

In the past we could sometimes reach whole families by baptizing the children first as it was seen 
as “the right thing to do”, then the adults as we formed a relationship.  But in our sceptical, 
irreligious society, parents don’t see the necessity for baptizing their kids and so we will need to 
reach them first.  Read about this type of evangelism to the heads of households in the book of 
acts; baptize the dad and the whole family comes with him. 

Redeemer Youth 
Other opportunities have been tried for the Sr. High youth to engage in the Word more regularly 
together, but with activities schedules, homework and the like, we’ve been unable to make this 
work consistently.  The main goal of another time together is to give the youth another chance to 
be in the Word together with the youth leading these times (instead of an adult), so that as they 
grow and transition into post-Sr. High, they’ve already gained skills and experience to lead their 
peers in Bible study and prayer on their campus or work place.  We pray our families will see the 
value and importance of this type of experience in the future. 
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Facts and Figures 
 

 

For which of you, desiring to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to complete it?  
Luke 14:28. 

Following are a number of numbers!  Digits 
and information that reflect our attempts to 
be fiscally responsible with the tools God 
provides, accountable to the care of and 
communication with our membership, and 
effective stewards of the great gift of 
salvation and the portion of our lives that we 
return to the Lord as a thank offering for his 
provision of that gift.  

However, numbers only tell us what is and 
what was.  While they may tell us of progress 
toward goals, they cannot promise (nor 
portend) the future that God has in store for 
us. 

Therefore, as you peruse these numbers, we 
hope that you will view them with an eye 
toward engagement in our ministry together 
and receive them as a blessing from the God 
who gives us all things. 
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Membership 
Each year Redeemer, and all LCMS congregations, are asked to supply membership data so that 
they can gain some understanding of various trends and tailor ministry to meet perceived needs 
to which those trends might point.   

At upper right is the current LCMS 
membership chart for Redeemer. 

At first glance, it would appear we 
have a “hole” in the 40-49 year olds 
and the teen-age years.  This is 
somewhat misleading, however.  
Yes, the 40s are half of those in their 
30s, but these are the only two age 
groups that have a ten-year span 
and the teens are only a 5-year 
span.  

Clustering the information together into ages groups of similar ranges, the curve looks quite a bit 
different.  In fact, this new grouping of 18, 21, 25, and 35 years shows that we are actually a fairly 
young congregation as 63.2% of our 
membership is under 40 years old 
and our median age is actually 39.  
Compare this with a median age of 
the Synod of 47 in 2015 and you 
quickly see the opportunities with 
which God is presenting us. 

At middle right is the chart 
“Membership by Generation.” 
Combine this data with the demo-
graphics of our neighborhood (p. 25 
above) and you will see why one of 
our primary ministry targets is 
families of preschoolers.  We will continue to look for ways to minister to these families, and 
provide worship and study opportunities which will continue to extend grace to theme and their 
families.  

During 2013 the Elders did yeoman’s’ 
work to track down all the people on 
our current membership list at that 
time to determine how many of them 
were really still part of our fellowship.  
The result was that we found 
approximately 150 had found other 
church homes, moved away or were 
otherwise no longer interested in 
membership at Redeemer.   

Since 2013 our membership has 
been steady to growing slightly.  This 
is reflected in the chart “Membership 
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by Type” at the lower right.  With our focus on “Millennials” and “Generation Y”, (a larger group 
than even the boomers were), we hope God will bless our efforts to connect even more people 
with us here at Redeemer Olathe.  The churches that are growing in the U.S. are those which are 
bringing a biblical, orthodox teaching to millennials through acts of service and lively worship.  
Surely, the information we have and the trends we have seen might help us adjust our ministries 
toward these important groups that, by and large, are rejecting organized religion in droves. 

Stewardship 
After a 5 year period of flat giving from 2010 
onward, despite growing attendance and 
membership numbers, it was decided that 
Redeemer needed help to encourage our 
congregation toward intentionally and 
significantly increasing our congregational 
giving levels.  Deferred maintenance was 
becoming a significant issue and important 
ministries were having to solicit funds 
outside the congregation to survive.  After a 
period of evaluation and requesting the 
approval of the congregation, a team was 
formed during the summer and fall of 2015 to 
work with Larry Ulrich from Generis to help 
accomplish this goal.   

An initial target goal of $1.5M was set before the congregation to consider.  This goal was 157% 
of our giving trends up to that point.  After a season of education, vision casting, and a preaching 
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series, we had our commitment Sunday in late 2015 and celebrated that $1.3M had been 
projected as our offerings for the 2016-2017 Flourish period based upon the pledges of 69 families 
and the continued gifts of those who did not pledge.  While this was $200,000 less than the goal, 
it was still a potential increase of $350,000 for the campaign period.  Initial gifts were greater than 
Generis’ model for what might be expected.  The erosion of subsequent gifts have also been 
somewhat greater.  Still, final tallies of gifts and offerings for both 2015 and 2016 totaled just shy 
of $600K each of those years (a 20% increase over 2010-2014 average) and our ministry together 
has been and will continue to grow because of those generous tithes and offerings.  

In 2017, we hope to continue growth in stewardship so that we might accomplish our goals and 
be well-positioned for the phase of ministry God has in mind for us, particularly as we seek God’s 
guidance on how and where we might multiply faith.  It is our deepest hope that as offerings grow 
and are multiplied, our ministry mix would be less and less administrative and facilities related, 
and more outreach and education related.   

We also hope to continue educating the congregation on the many and various ways that 
interested parties can present tithes, offerings, and gifts in tax advantaged and tax deferred ways 
which will not only help the donor, but enable Redeemer Lutheran Church as well.  If you have 
included Redeemer in your will or estate planning, you can share those plans with Treasurer, 
Keith Butenhoff.  This will help us in our long-range planning; something we have never done 
before but plan to start in 2017 as we look forward to our next season of vision casting as our 
present vision statement concludes with the 2018 fiscal year.  

Fellowship 
In the Church, we talk about many types of fellowship.  But in the end, fellowship is defined by 
what we do together, how often, and how intimately.  You understand this from your own life.  You 
have a fellowship with other Americans as citizens of the USA and you have fellowship with your 
children as they are your progeny.  Yet, each of these examples are vastly different from one 
another.   

As a member congregation of 
the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod, (LCMS) we are in fel-
lowship with 2,231,000 other 
baptized members of LCMS 
congregations.  If you are a 
member of redeemer you are 
also one of 55,809 Kansas 
District LCMS members.  
And, within Redeemer itself, 
we can see a number of ways 
we share in fellowship based 
upon our participation level. 

In addition to the various 
fellowship activities listed 
throughout this report, we 
hope you will take advantage 
of a number of these in 
addition to some new 
activities that we are planning 
in the coming year.  Tops 
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among them will be a Reformation 500 Hymn Sing at Helzberg Hall at the Kaufman Center for 
the Performing Arts, a T-Bones outing this summer and a few Luther/Reformation Movie Nights 
and, perhaps, a lecture series led by Pastor Sukstorf.
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Thanks to these Contributors 
Janet Bachnick, Women’s Bible Study Coordinator 

Lori Belden, Redeemer Lutheran Early Childhood Center Director 

Keith Butenhoff, Treasurer 

Steve Carroll, Director of Administration 

Gary Ernst, Men’s Bible Study and Fellowship Coordinator 

Steve Hammond, Head Elder, Hymn Selection Committee Coordinator 

Shirly Kleiner, Prayer Fellowship Bible Study Coordinator 

Shirley Lusk, Blood Drive Coordinator 

Nara Newcomer, Parish Musician 

Rev. Bill Postel, Visitation Pastor and Prayer Fellowship Bible Study Coordinator 

Brent Ramirez, Director of Facilities 

Dottie Salchow, Society President, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

Dale Schnelle, Congregational Leadership Council President 

Rev. Perry Sukstorf, Lead Pastor 

Libby Thornton, Ministry Communications, and Support Specialist 

David Willingham, Minister of Youth and Education 

Kristen Willingham, Governor’s Court Site Team Coordinator and Rolling Ridge Elementary 
School Partnership Coordinator 

Esther Zimmerman, Deaf Ministry Coordinator 
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